THE    GREAT   TUDORS
Master Tilney, of the Court of Augmentations. Imagine
Jane Austen paying him a visit. She would soon have got
used to the archaic fashions and archaic English of her host,
and, as he showed her with pride the remodelled kitchens,
where every invention had been adopted to facilitate the
labour of the cooks, she would have remarked to him that
" his endowments of that spot alone might at any time have
placed him high among the benefactors of the convent,"
On May 15 the clergy made their submission. On May
16 More resigned the Chancellorship. His public career,
then, had fallen entirely within what we may call the Mon-
astic or Mediaeval Period of English history. Mommsen
has remarked that, when an age is passing away, Destiny
seems to allot to it one last great figure, so that it may not
pass without honour and dignity. More is the last great
hero of Mediaeval England.
What followed is among the best-known episodes of
English history.
For a time, More was permitted to live quietly in his
Chelsea home, carrying on his controversy with the heretics.
But his refusal to be present at the coronation of Anne
Boleyn embittered the quarrel, and an attempt was made
to involve him in the matter of the " Holy Maid of Kent."
His proved innocence saved him,, but on April 13, 1534, he
was summoned before the royal commissioners at Lambeth.
Roper tells us that he would not allow his wife and children
to follow him, as they usually did, to the riverside, " but
pulled the wicket after him, and shut them all from him,
and with a heavy heart, as by his countenance it appeared,
with me and our four servants there took his boat toward
Lambeth. Wherein sitting still sadly a while, at the last he
suddenly rounded me in the ear, and said: * Son Roper, I
thank our Lord the field is won.5 " More was quite willing
to swear the oath recognising Elizabeth as heir to the throne,
for that was a matter on which he considered himself bound
by the decision of Parliament. But, in the form in which the
oath was tendered, he could not take it without renouncing
the spiritual authority of the Pope, and that he would not
do. More was sent to the Tower, attainted, and all his
goods confiscated. Subsequently an Act was passed making
it high treason maliciously to attempt to deprive Henry of
his tides, one of which was Head of the Church. More
took refuge in silence, but the Solicitor-General, Rich, was
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